
Message from 
Reverend Hayley 
The start of 2019 has been amazing; 
many of you would have received and 
read the 2018 annual report by now and 
it is wonderful to look back and give 
thanks for all that God has done in and 
through us.  But it is equally important 
that we don’t stay in that place of 
reflecting on what was, but we look to 
what God is doing now, and it is with 
joy that we see God is raising up a 
generation of people that are stepping out and serving.  We have all been 
challenged by the young people leading the service on how God calls us to look 
after the environment and with that in mind we look to our Lent theme about 
giving up something for Lent to help the climate.  It has also been really 
interesting as we explore the hero’s of the Old Testament, what inspires me is 
how human they are, how they mess up, they sin, they make mistakes but God 
still uses them to do amazing things. At this time of year when we look back on 
last year and look forward for that God has for us in the future may we be 
reminded that as we press forward with God, we may fail, we may make 
mistakes but God is bigger than that, and as we allow Him, he will turn our 
sorrow into dancing.   
Yours in Christ 
Rev’d Hayley  

Worship Song of the Month 
This months worship track is chosen by Louise Bowman  
Speak O Lord by Keith Getty & Stuart Townend 

I really enjoy singing this worship song, for me, 
unsurprisingly, the music is very important.  However I 
also like the words of this song as it is about being in 
Gods likeness and that we may show this in our lives 
and the way we act.  It also holds a reminder that God 
is with us on this journey of faith despite the fact that 
we often don't manage to be completely in his likeness.  
Well, I don't anyway!  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ubRlJj8xkds 
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Monthly Day of Prayer and 
Fasting 
Our monthly Church Prayer 
meetings are now being held on 
the second Saturday of every 
month.  There will be two 
meetings, one at 9am for all 
ages, and one at 6pm. The 6pm 
prayer meeting may sometimes 
be suitable for ages 16 years 
and over so please check the 
weekly notices. These times of 
corporate prayer are a 
wonderful time of coming 
together to pray for the needs 
of the world, our community 
and each other. They are also a 
fantastic way to get to know 
other members of the Church 
family here at Panshanger. 

Live Lent 2019 
As always, this Lent, Rev’d 
Hayley will encourage us all to 
follow the same Lent challenge 
together and this year it is 
called Living Lent, and the 
challenge is to create a climate 
of change.  You will hear more 
about this over the coming 
weeks but in the meantime 
please click on the link to find 
out more about this Lent focus! 
Spend some time in prayer to 
see what changes you can make  
during Lent, the website gives 
some great suggestions 
https://livinglent.org 

Do you have an article that you'd like featured in a future Panshanger Church 
Newsletter? 

Contact the Team on newsletter@panshangerchurch.com
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Love Your Church 
Panshanger Church, like all churches relies on 
it’s members to keep it going and for 
ministries to run and thrive.  It is not just 
about financial giving but also the gift of 
giving your time and talent. There are so 
many ways to get involved in Church life and 
there is an area of Church life for everyone! 
Age is no barrier!  Some areas to pray about being involved in: 
Children’s and Youth Work on a Sunday morning If you don’t feel confident 
leading a group you could be the second adult in the group. This role would 
require a DBS check and completing our safer recruitment process, but don’t let 
that stop you, its not a difficult or time consuming process. 
Tea and Coffee This is a really important role as it provides the opportunity for 
fellowship over refreshments that is so key to the growth of the Church and is a 
huge part of welcoming new members of the congregation. The refreshments 
team for after the 10am service is covered well, but we are in real need of a 
team that would be happy to set up before the 9am service, this would involve 
arriving at Church at 8:30am to set up and then serving the refreshments after 
the service and leaving the kitchen ready for those serving after the 10am, in fact 
it’s a great deal because you don’t have to pack everything away!  If only 8 
people who attend the 9am service served in this areas, that would be just once 
every other month.  
Elders & Council Members Please pray about whether you feel God is calling 
you to stand as an Elder or Council member. These are positions that members 
are elected to at the Church AGM which this year, in on Sunday 3rd March.  
Please speak to Rev’d Hayley, one of the Elders or a present member of Church 
Council find out more about the roles.  
Buildings and Maintenance Committee Do you feel you are called to be part 
of a team which which oversees the building and fabrics of Church, as well as 
maintenance issues? You do not necessarily need to be handy with a screwdriver 
and hammer!  The team needs people that are able to complete simple 
maintenance tasks but also people that can organise for works to be completed 
by professionals when required and also look at the fabrics of the church and 
look at changes to decor, furniture etc  also people that could apply for grants for 
some of this work to be done. 
These areas of service within the Church are by no means exhaustive, just take a 
look at the rota on the notice board to see other areas of Church life you could 
be involved in or the notices to see what Ministries are happening during the 
week. If you are not sure what your gifts are, speak to Rev’d Hayley, an Elder or 
have a chat in your home group, but be sure- you will be gifted, God doesn’t 
leave anyone out! You might just need help discovering what your gifts are!!  

Home Groups  
Are you in a home group?  We have several home groups that run at different 
times and on various days of the week. Home groups are a wonderful way to 
study, pray and enjoy fellowship.  Please do consider joining one, or speak to 
Rev’d Hayley or an Elder if you’d like to host a new one.

Men’s Ministry 
Jack Reed is kicking off the 
Men’s Ministry for 2019 by 
organising tickets to a Men’s 
Breakfast at Christchurch in 
Tewin Road, Saturday 2nd 
March 8-11:30. The guest 
speaker will be Nathan 
Blackaby from Men’s Christian 
Vision.  Contact Jack for what 
looks to be a great morning!
jackreed@panshangerchurch.com 

What to look for in 
February..Whooper Swans. 
These beautiful swans 
overwinter in the UK. They fly 
1200 miles from Iceland and  
spend around 5 months here. 
You can see them in Scotland, 
Northern Ireland, Northern 
England and East Anglia. We 
spent a week in the fens 
watching them at Welney 
Marshes. To see them in such 
numbers was beyond words. 
They were in family groups with 
last years young in pale grey 
plumage. The range of colours 
from both the land and the 
birds was breathtaking. One of 
the difficulties they have to 
contend with are the electricity 
wires which are hard for them 
to see.  There are two pairs 
that are now resident at Welney 
as in each pair one swan has a 
broken wing. As they mate for 
life they are faithful and stay 
with each other!!! Unlike our 
resident mute swans, Whoopers 
are noisy!  
Please pray that more would be 
done to prevent these birds 
(and many other species) 
harming themselves. Around 
Welney they have placed flight 
diverters on the wires which 
makes a significant difference.
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